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New Clubs & Members Join PSWD 

   Ed has always felt that one of the strong backbones of the Optimist organization is a solid membership.  He has always said a    solid membership keeps clubs strong.  Strong clubs, in turn, are able to serve their individual communities better and reach that important goal of serving our youth.  That’s what Optimism is all about!
New Members Welcomed

   Let’s all welcome the following new members, which represents only a partial list of some of the newest members now part of the PSWD & Optimist International.  Names are followed by club affiliation – Susan Beil - Van Nuys Airport; Mary Anne Green – Encino-Sherman Oaks; Gina Sprague – California City; Chelsea Crabtree & Euclid Dayanghirang – Renegade-Bakersfield College; Jaquelin Samano – Delano-Bakersfield College; Christina Dimon, Bernice Fiolle & Glenn Reyneveld – West Bakersfield.  
   Optimist International is the third largest community service organization, with over 3000 Optimist clubs in 29 countries and 197,230 members. Statistically, each Optimist serves 33 youth. That’s a lot of bang for the buck.

New SFV Club Being Formed 
   The Northwest San Fernando Valley Optimist Club will soon become a reality, made up of individuals from the communities of Chatsworth and Porter Ranch.  An informational meeting about the volunteering opportunities of the Northwest SFV Optimist Club will be held on Monday, May 9th, 2011  at Giamella’s Lamplighter Restaurant, (DeSoto/Nordhoff) starting at 6:30pm.  Anyone interested in learning about this great service organization is invited.  Contact either Ed Young @ 818 704 -1505 / (ed19357@yahoo.com) or Barry Smith @ 818 709- 4957 / (barrysmith444@sbcglobal.net) to reserve a seat.
Ed Young Celebrates Birthday!

   A belated Happy Birthday to our PSWD governor, who turned 74 on April 30th!  Hopefully, Ed and wife Jacquie, also a devoted Optimist member for many years, had a great day!  A long-time Optimist, Ed has spent at least one-third of his years on earth serving kids through our organization.  He has really made it his goal to be sure youth are served in the PSWD.  Let’s all join his goal and make the next five months the best possible for all of the young people that reside in our PSWD District.   
Friends of Optimists Program

  A special incentive to all clubs is currently being offered by OI, which will help increase membership – a goal all clubs possess.  Starting January 1st, 2011 and continuing through June 30th, 2011 clubs that add three Friends of Optimists in those six months can also add a traditional member at no charge, plus there will be no OI dues for that member through September 30th, 2012.  The traditional member must be added by August 31st, 2011. So, get busy and add those three Friends of Optimists by the end of next month!     
Is Your Club “Healthy”?
   Governor Ed feels there are seven characteristics a healthy club should possess.  They are listed below.  How does your club connect with these qualities?  The more your Optimist club does, the stronger and more successful it will be! 
1) Healthy clubs have regular board meetings, which make them organized and purposeful.  Members

have a stake and responsibility in what happens.
   
2) Healthy clubs send out dues statements and do an annual budget, thus making it easier to plan service       and fundraising projects.  
3) Healthy clubs usually elect new leaders each year, but some keep their president for a second term.
4) Healthy clubs see members attending District              
Quarterlies for training, fellowship, etc.
   
5) Healthy clubs have a great sense of fellowship & camaraderie.  Members have bonded.  Many clubs        send out newsletters to keep members and their         community informed.    
6) Healthy clubs have great visibility in their community through community service projects – a minimum of three a year and often more.
    
7) Healthy clubs retain their membership, and, they often add new members.
Ed Young Contact Information

E-mail Address: ed19357@yahoo.com
Telephone: 818-704-1505 
Sunny Side Editor: Gary Hansen
E-mail Address: garywhansen@yahoo.com
PSWD Website
      Here is a project Ed has devoted much time to this year - and it shows!  There is a tremendous amount of information available covering all aspects of Optimism in our newly-designed Pacific Southwest District website.  Whatever your question or concern, the answer is there.    You should visit the sight on a regular basis!  The website address is pswdoptimist.org.  
   There is material specifically for the club president, secretary-treasurer and committee leader positions to guide them.  
   You’ll find the latest information on Optimist programs and helpful hints on how to run them efficiently.  If your club’s aim is to increase membership, you’ll find the details needed to do the job. 

   That’s just the start!  Set aside an hour each day to go through what is available.  You will be a better Optimist!
Club Newsletters Serve Many Purposes

   Does your club publish a club newsletter?  Please e-mail them to ed.young@pswdoptimist.org.  He is anxious to see them and read about your club’s activities.
   What should be included in the newsletter or bulletin?  
The Optimist logo, Optimist Creed and list of top officers are a must.  It should contain information about future projects, fund raising events and other important dates.  A calendar that is easy to read will make it easy for all to see what is coming up.
   If a guest speaker is scheduled, be sure to mention the subject matter and date scheduled to help boost attendance.
Personal information about member birthdays, wedding anniversaries and new birth announcements will make interesting reading.  Try to include some pictures so readers can see what your club is doing.

   How often should a newsletter be printed?  Many clubs print them monthly.  However, every two-three months will get the job done.  Is your club looking for someone to write the newsletter?  Volunteer… you will find it an interesting experience!
Many Clubs have Reached 20% Growth
   Congratulations to the following Optimist clubs who have already reached a 20% growth increase in membership: Hanford, Santa Monica, Business & Professional and Five Cities. These clubs will receive a special banner patch for their efforts at the quarterly on May 14th at the Youth Home.
   Clubs who previously reached the 20% goal are: West Bakersfield, Renegade-Bakersfield College, Delano-Bakersfield College, Canyon Country and Greater San Fernando Valley.  They received their banner patches at the February Quarterly.
   So far this year our district has two distinguished clubs. They are the Visalia Optimist Club and Greater Santa Clarita Optimist Club.  
Coming PSWD Activities
   Here are five activities on the Pacific Southwest District calendar that are sure to entertain and inform you.  Pick your favorite activity, or, participate in all of them.  If you like sports, Junior Golf and the Optimist-Dodger Day are for you.  The District Meetings and OI Convention are designed to make you better Optimists by offering training and fellowship.  
   PSWD Quarterly – May 14th

   This will be a one day Quarterly to be held on the main campus of the Optimist Youth Homes in Los Angeles.    The address is 6957 N. Figueroa St.  The scheduled time of this meeting is 8am to 4pm.  This is close for a large percentage of members, and, it will also give you the opportunity to visit the Home and see what it does… see what your time, efforts and money is accomplishing.  If you have not signed up for the Quarterly, contact Governor Ed Young ASAP!
Junior Golf – May 21st 

     Los Robles Greens Golf Club in Thousand Oaks is the site of the PSWD Junior Golf Tournament on May 21st.  Several well-known professional golfers have participated in the Optimist program, including Amy Alcott,                                 Nancy Lopez, Phil Mickelson and Tiger Woods.  For an application and/or more info contact Larry Brown at 310-476-5739.

PSWD Dodger Day is June 18th

   Our annual PSWD Dodger Day has been moved from June 26th to Saturday, June 18th.  The Dodgers will be playing the Houston Astros.  Starting time is 7:05pm.  See the game at a reduced ticket price.  Tickets are $12.00 each, in the reserved section.  Tickets must be paid for in advance.  For tickets and all information contact Val Chagolla at 818-360-8794 or bim212@earthlink.net.

OI Convention is July 3rd-5th 

   The 93rd annual convention will be in Baltimore from July 3rd-5th.  You’ll have the opportunity to meet new people, share ideas and come back ready to put them into action.  For more information refer to the current version of “The Optimist” – spring, 2011 - or the OI International website where you can register on-line.

District Convention will be August 18th-21st 
   Make your plans to attend our PSWD District Convention in Bakersfield on August 18th-21st.  Knowing Ed he will go all out to make this a great affair.  This will be your opportunity to meet friends from all over the PSWD, make new friends and exchange ideas!  You will find a complete list of expected areas to be covered at the Convention by visiting the PSWD website and going to Optimist Leaders Online.
